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SERIES THEME: RESURRECTION REALITY

St. Paul writes, “Christ has indeed been raised from the dead” (1 Corinthians 15:20). Big word:
Indeed! Paul is stressing that we must not think of Jesus' resurrection like a happy ending to
another epic fable. The resurrection is not legend. It really happened. Easter is not just a holiday.
Easter is history. On time’s infinite line, Jesus’ resurrection is the punctiliar moment that defines
reality for us all. If Christ remained dead, he is a fraud and failure. But Christ has indeed been
raised. So, the reality: Jesus is exactly what he claimed to be—the Son of God, our Lord and
Savior. If Christ remained dead, then the grave is the final, ugly, rotten end of us all. But Christ has
indeed been raised. So, the reality is Jesus' resurrection proves that “all will be made alive” (1
Corinthians 15:22). The reality of the resurrection does not just change our future, but the way we
look at life now. The greatest theologian of the early church, Augustine, called the season of
Easter "a joyful week of weeks"—seven wonderful weeks, each seven glorious days long. In this
glorious season, let us meditate upon the breath-taking implications of the resurrection reality.

THEME OF THE DAY: ALL WILL BE MADE ALIVE

The film director Woody Allen once said, “I'm not afraid to die, | just don't want to be there when
it happens.” Studies have shown that most people fear death to varying degrees. This fear is so
common, there is even a field of psychological study called thanatology. It examines human
reaction to death and dying. One of the biggest reasons people fear death is the perception of its
permanency. In the normal realm of human existence, dead is dead. Someone dies, and all you
have are pictures and memories. That is the way people typically think, but it is far from reality.
Today, Christ proves to us that death is not final at all! Easter teaches us that Christ is the first
fruits of those who have died. Just as Christ rose, “so in Christ all will be made alive” (1 Corinthians
15:22). That changes everything: the way we grieve the death of a Christian loved one, the way we
feel when our health fails, the way we look at the purpose of life right now. Let us rejoice in this
resurrection reality: All will be made alive!

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens
Organist/Pianist Cori Humann
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)

Hymn: 438 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 154

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
| deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy cw 213

Hear my voice when | call, O Lord; be merciful and answer me.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
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Glory Be to God on High CwW 157
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THE WORD

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, you conquered death
and opened the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been raised with him through
Baptism, may walk in newness of life and ever rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be dominion
and praise now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Job 19:23-27

By faith Job knew that because the redeemer lives, even though he would die and his body would
decay, he would see his God with his own eyes in the resurrection.

230h how | wish that my words were written down.
Oh how | wish that they were inscribed in bronze,
24 that they would be engraved in rock forever
with an iron tool and letters filled with lead.

25 As for me, | know that my Redeemer lives,

and that at the end of time he will stand over the dust.
26 Then, even after my skin has been destroyed,
nevertheless, in my own flesh | will see God.

27| myself will see him.

My own eyes will see him, and not as a stranger.
My emotions are in turmoil within me.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

5|Page



Psalm of the Day: 118- In front of hymnal: This is the Day the LORD Has Made

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15:19-26

Christ gives us hope in this life. But Christ's resurrection gives us hope also for the eternal life that is
to come.

191f our hope in Christ applies only to this life, we are the most pitiful people of all.

20 Byt in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen

asleep. 2! For since death came by a man, the resurrection of the dead also is going to come by a
man. 22 For as in Adam they all die, so also in Christ they all will be made alive. 22 But each in his
own order: Christ as the firstfruits and then Christ's people, at his coming. 2# Then comes the end,
when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has done away with every other
ruler and every other authority and power. 25 For he must reign “until he has put all his enemies
under his feet.” 26 Death is the last enemy to be done away with.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Gospel Acclamation Psalm 118:24
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Gospel Mark 16:1-8
Early Easter morning, an angel explains to the women why they won't find Jesus’ corpse in the tomb.

Jesus Has Risen

"When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought
spices so they could go and anoint Jesus. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, at sunrise, they
went to the tomb. 2 They were saying to each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the
entrance to the tomb for us?” 4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very
large, had been rolled away.

5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right
side, and they were alarmed. ¢ He said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus the
Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But
go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just
as he told you.”

8 They went out and hurried away from the tomb, trembling and perplexed. They said nothing to
anyone, because they were afraid.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Hymn of the Day: 440 Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands

Sermon: Mark 16:1-8

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Almighty and merciful God, on this glorious day we rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Increase our faith that the message of the empty tomb may fill our lives and make us glad
each day.

When we are weak, be our strength; when we are sad, be our song; and when we sin,
be our salvation.

Remove the hurt of death from all who mourn. In moments of grief call believers through the
voice of our Good Shepherd and embolden us to follow his promises. In their hopelessness
of despair turn the faithless to trust in the only Way, Truth, and Life.

Wipe away tears born of death and give new birth to a living hope in the hearts of the
lost and troubled. Use our witness as compassion and comfort for others in need of
mercy.

King of kings and Lord of lords, destroy all dominion, authority, and power that stands
against you, whether seen or unseen. Whatever evil exerts itself against your saving will--
false teaching or lukewarm faith, Satan'’s lies or worldly pleasures, empty worship or futile
religion—rule it for the sake of the gospel’s free course.

Triumph over our enemies and empower the Church to fight the good fight to the end.
Never leave us or forsake us.
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Walk among our churches, O Living One, as the faithful witness and firstborn from the dead.
As your angel sent women with news of the risen Christ, call women in our church to
announce, “He is risen!” As you sent your disciples with the breath of the Spirit, call those in
our church full of the Spirit and wisdom to administer the keys of the kingdom.

Wherever we live and whatever we do, help us to be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks us to give the reason for the hope that we have in Christ.

Heavenly Father keep the baptized united with your Son in his resurrection. Put to death the
fleshly urges of those caught in addictions, clothe in your righteousness anyone ashamed of
good intentions which have fallen short, and assure those searching for purpose that their
eternal identity as your dear children is sealed.

Thank you for the power of baptism working in our lives, and for the certainty of its
promises through the resurrection. Enrich us with everything we need for life and
godliness.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

O Lord of life, you have done mighty things for us! We pray through him who is the
Beginning and the End, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
His name is above every name, to the glory of God the Father! Amen.

Offering
Offering Hymn: 441 | Know That My Redeemer Lives sts. 1-2

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help
us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn: 451 See, What a Morning
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today: 8:45 AM Worship, 9:45 AM Fellowship
Sunday: 8:45 AM Worship, 9:45 AM Fellowship

Voters Meeting
Grace's next voters meeting will be on Sunday, April 14th at 7:00 PM.

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact
information, please fill out a connection card online at www.graceseward.org
on the member connect tab or scan this code.

n Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranseward

X
'? Personal assisted listening devices are available.

Given to the Lord: Attendance: Sunday Bible Class 8, Worship 37 in person, Facebook
Reached 62, Audio/YouTube 12. Offerings: Home 2,535.00, WELS 400.00, NELHS Tuition
Assistance 250.00, Trinity 1125.00 To God be the glory!

746 Pinewood Ave | Seward, NE | www.graceseward.org
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