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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | Seward, Nebraska 
February 26, 2023 

SERIES THEME: OUR GREATEST NEEDS 

What do you really need right now? To answer that question, one must first define what a “need” 

is. We understand that a “need” is greater than a “want.” If you lack something you want, life goes 

on just fine. If you lack something you need, that presents a problem. Thus, to correctly answer 

that question, “What do you really need right now,” ultimately one must understand their greatest 

problems. Mankind’s greatest problems are universal. We all live under the curse of sin. That sin 

makes us utterly helpless in our natural state. Natural man is confused, unable to make sense of 

life. Left in sin, man is doomed to death, and not just physical death. After one’s heart stops 

comes another type of death that is infinitely worse, an eternal nightmare. Lent is the season of 

the Church Year where we wrestle with our greatest needs. Lent also demonstrates that in Christ, 

all our greatest needs are met. Here is what the Spirit makes clear this season. If you lack Christ, 

you have nothing. If you have Christ, you have everything you truly need. 

THEME OF THE DAY: A CHAMPION FOR THE DEFEATED 

Our modern English word “champion” comes from an old English word that meant “warrior.” In 

ancient times, when two armies gathered to fight, sometimes as a prelude to the battle—and 

sometimes in place of the battle—each army would pick a mighty solider, and these two men 

would fight each other. These elite warriors, these champions, would represent their people in 

battle. They would meet in the middle of the field. With everyone watching, they would fight to 

the death. Today we are reminded of an ancient war that began in Eden. The perfect peace and 

prosperity of Paradise was lost when a fallen angel convinced mankind to follow the demons in 

rebelling against their Creator. When Adam fell, he condemned the world to darkness and death. 

The enemy of God claimed that the children of men now belonged to him. God was having none 

of it. He promised he would send forth his champion, his Son. And so, today we see a battle of 

champions. The demons send forth their strongest warrior—Satan. God sends forth the best of 

men, Jesus Christ. Jesus does what Adam and we could not. In crushing the devil, Jesus meets one 

of our greatest needs. 

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Cori Humann 
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)  

Hymn: 556 All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 

us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Mighty God and Father, our Lord Jesus walked into the wilderness to face the devil’s 

temptations, but he did not succumb to Satan’s lies or falter in his resolve to save the world 

from the prison of hell. Bolster our faith by his mighty victory that we may battle against the 

forces of evil with courage and confidence; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Genesis 3:1–15 

God promised to send a champion who would do what we could not, defeating our greatest enemy. 

The Fall 
1 Now the serpent was more clever than any wild animal which the Lord God had made. He said 

to the woman, “Has God really said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
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2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees of the garden, 3 but not from 

the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden. God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it. 

You shall not touch it, or else you will die.’” 
4 The serpent said to the woman, “You certainly will not die. 5 In fact, God knows that the day you 

eat from it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was appealing to the eyes, 

and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took some of its fruit and ate. She gave 

some also to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 The eyes of both of them were 

opened, and they realized that they were naked. They sewed fig leaves together and made 

coverings for their waists. 8 They heard the voice of the Lord God, who was walking around in the 

garden during the cooler part of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 

presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 
9 The Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 
10 The man said, “I heard your voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, so I hid 

myself.” 
11 God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree from which I 

commanded you not to eat?” 
12 The man said, “The woman you gave to be with me—she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate 

it.” 
13 The Lord God said to the woman, “What have you done?” 

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
14 The Lord God said to the serpent: 

Because you have done this, 

you are cursed more than all the livestock, 

and more than every wild animal. 

You shall crawl on your belly, 

and you shall eat dust all the days of your life. 
15 I will put hostility between you and the woman, 

and between your seed and her seed.  

He will crush your head, 

and you will crush his heel. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading Romans 5:12–19 

Adam’s defeat meant death for all. Christ’s victory brings life for all. 

Death Through Adam, Life Through Christ 
12 So then, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through sin, so also death 

spread to all people because all sinned. 13 For even before the law was given, sin was in the world. 

Now, sin is not charged to one’s account if there is no law, 14 and yet death reigned from the time 

of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those whose sin was not like the transgression of Adam, 

who is a pattern of the one who was to come. 
15 But the gracious gift is not like Adam’s trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of this one 

man, it is even more certain that God’s grace, and the gift given by the grace of the one man 

Jesus Christ, overflowed to the many! 
16 And the gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin, for the judgment that followed the one 

trespass resulted in a verdict of condemnation, but the gracious gift that followed many 

trespasses resulted in a verdict of justification. 
17 Indeed, if by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through the one man, it is even more 

certain that those who receive the overflowing grace of the gift of righteousness will reign in life 

through the one man Jesus Christ! 
18 So then, just as one trespass led to a verdict of condemnation for all people, so also one 

righteous verdict led to life-giving justification for all people. 19 For just as through the 

disobedience of one man the many became sinners, so also through the obedience of one man 

the many will become righteous. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 4:15 
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel Matthew 4:1–11 

The champion of the demons and the champion of mankind do battle. Jesus Christ wins. 

Jesus Is Tested in the Wilderness 
1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the Devil. 2 After he had 

fasted forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The Tempter came and said to him, “If you are 

the Son of God, command these stones to become bread.” 
4 But Jesus answered, “It is written: 

Man shall not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that comes out of the mouth of God.”  
5 Then the Devil took him into the holy city. He placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and he 

said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down. For it is written: 

He will command his angels concerning you. And they will lift you up in their hands, 

so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.”  
7 Jesus said to him, “Again, it is written: 

You shall not test the Lord your God.”  
8 Again the Devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 

and their glory. 9 He said to him, “I will give you all of these things, if you will bow down and 

worship me.” 
10 Then Jesus said to him, “Go away, Satan! For it is written: 

Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.”  
11 Then the Devil left him, and just then angels came and served him. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 



8 | P a g e  

Hymn of the Day:    

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
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    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Gracious Father, after his baptism your Son faced the stern attacks of Satan who tried to 

derail his journey to the cross. On this day we rejoice in Jesus’ victory in the wilderness and 

praise him for his ultimate triumph over the works of the devil. 

Send us your Spirit that we may believe this truth and apply it in our lives. 

  

Satan and his followers seek to overturn our faith and love every day. Their goal is to 

separate us from your presence and destroy our relationship with your Son. Give us wisdom 

to be alert for their attacks and recognize the danger they bring. 

Protect us as we endure temptation. Keep us from becoming Satan’s victims. Forgive 

us and restore us when we give in to him.    

  

Make our faith stronger than it is now so that we might know more and more that Jesus 

matters most to us in life and death. Give us wisdom and power to follow him and do his will.   

Keep us from thinking that sins are harmless and cannot lead us away from him.   

  

According to your will, Lord, curb the influence of Satan in our world and society. Help 

people to grasp the appalling effects of his power and to refrain from doing wicked and 

harmful deeds. 

Come to the aid of those who are the objects of devilish power.  

  

Give us courage to warn those we love about the dangers of the devil’s temptations. Lead us 

to speak the truth in love so that family members and friends may discern evil and step back 

from error and sin.   

Move us to share the horror of Satan’s power honestly and to offer your forgiveness in 

love. 

  

Keep in your care all who are struggling with pain, battling with sickness, and facing death. 

[Especially bless… here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Spare your people 
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from Satan’s temptations in their difficult hours and strengthen them with the promise of 

your Son’s ultimate victory over sin, death, and the grave. 

Help us to support them when we can and to keep them in our prayers.  

  

Protect us, gracious God, from the power of Satan, the allure of the world, and the seduction 

of our sinful nature.  

Cause us to believe that we are more than conquerors through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: 400 Sweet the Moments, Rich in Blessing sts. 1–3 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

Stand 

 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the 

gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who 

overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on 

earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 

him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 

the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 

from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, which 

is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 
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Be seated 

 

Distribution 

Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are 

members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion 

today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church 

throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow 

the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together. As we do so, we can 

share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity 

to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper and make a public 

profession that you agree with what we teach. 

Distribution Hymn: 663 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 842 Jesus, Still Lead On 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Today: 8:00 AM Bible Study, 8:45 AM Worship and Communion, 9:45 AM Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

Thursday: 6:30 PM Mid-Week Lent Service 

Sunday: 8:00 AM Bible Study, 8:45 AM Worship, 9:45 AM Fellowship and Sunday School 

 

WELS Regional Youth Night 

The next WELS regional Youth night will take place on Sunday March 12th from 3:30-5:30 

at Mount Olive in Lincoln. Please register using this link: 

https://forms.gle/wdYpFQ9oRc6qWHSG6 

 

Mid-Week Lent Services 

Mid-week Lent services will be on Thursdays at 6:30 PM. There is a sheet at the entry of the 

church to sign up for the main dish following our mid-week Lenten services. 

 

Care Center Bags 

The Care Center Bags from the Grace Ladies will be on the kitchen counter on February 26th. 

They will be delivered by the Grace Ladies on April 2nd for Easter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.graceseward.org 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

   Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranseward 

   

  Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

 746 Pinewood Ave | Seward, NE | www.graceseward.org 

Given to the Lord: Attendance: Sunday Bible Class 11, Sunday School 4, Worship 37 in 

person, Facebook Reached 204, Audio/YouTube 12. Offerings: Home 2,745,00 WELS 

195.00, NELHS 530.00, Trinity 105.00, Missions 500.00 To God be the glory! 

https://forms.gle/wdYpFQ9oRc6qWHSG6
http://www.graceseward.org/
http://www.graceseward.org/

