A Day of Terror
For All Those Who Troubled God’s People
The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
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November 13, 2022
THEME OF THE DAY: A DAY OF TERROR FOR ALL THOSE WHO TROUBLED GOD’S PEOPLE
Our world is full of victims of abuse, violence, and oppression. In many cases, this evil goes
unnoticed or unpunished. Injustice can drive victims in two possible directions. They can be filled
with despair over the unfairness of the situation. Or they can be filled with hatred and a desire for
revenge. While Christians wait for Christ’s return on the Last Day, they are by no means the only
ones who suffer at the hands of others. They are, however, often included among them. Believers
have always faced opposition from a world who rejects the one we believe in. When we suffer,
what are our options? Do we throw up our hands in despair? Do we take matters into our own
hands and seek vengeance? The certainty of that Last Day gives us a better option. We can leave
justice up to the Judge. We can be confident that on the Last Day every wrong will be righted. We
can look forward to the Last Day—also known as Judgment Day—because we are confident of
where we stand with God through faith in Jesus Christ.
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)
Hymn: 495 The King Shall Come
Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

CW 154

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Glory Be to God
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CW 157

THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may
always look forward to the end of this present evil age and the day of your righteous
judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and living faith, and present us at last holy and blameless
before you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Be seated
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First Reading

Malachi 4:1-6

On the Last Day, those who opposed God will be laid low, but all God’s people will be healed.

Judgment and Covenant Renewal
Look! The day is coming, burning like a blast furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be
stubble. The day that is coming will set them on fire, says the Lord of Armies, a day that will not
leave behind a root or branch for them. 2 But for you who fear my name, the sun of
righteousness will rise, and there will be healing in its wings. You will go out and jump around like
calves from the stall. 3 You will trample the wicked. They will surely be ashes under the soles of
your feet on the day when I take action, says the Lord of Armies.
4
Remember the law of my servant Moses, which I commanded to him at Horeb to serve as
statutes and judgments over all Israel.
5
Look! I am going to send Elijah the prophet to you before the great and fearful day of
the Lord comes! 6 He will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to
their fathers. Otherwise, I will come and strike the land with complete destruction.
1

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading

2 Thessalonians 1:5–10

God promises that on the Last Day all those who troubled his holy people will themselves be
eternally troubled.
This is evidence of God’s righteous verdict that resulted in your being counted worthy of God’s
kingdom, for which you also suffer. 6 Certainly, it is right for God to repay trouble to those who
trouble you, 7 and to give relief to you, who are troubled along with us. When the Lord Jesus is
revealed from heaven with his powerful angels, 8 he will exercise vengeance in flaming fire on
those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 Such
people will receive a just penalty: eternal destruction away from the presence of the Lord and
from his glorious strength, 10 on that day when he comes to be glorified among his saints, and to
be marveled at among all those who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.
5

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
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Gospel Acclamation

Revelation 2:10

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578

Gospel

Luke 21:5–19

Jesus tells us what the world will be like for believers before the Last Day.

The Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times
As some were talking about the temple, how it was decorated with beautiful stones and
offerings, Jesus said, 6 “These things that you see here—the days will come when there will not be
one stone left on another—every one will be thrown down.”
7
They asked him, “Teacher, when will these things happen? And what is the sign that these things
are about to happen?”
8
He said, “Watch out so that you are not deceived! For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am
he,’ and ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. 9 Whenever you hear of wars and revolutions, do
not be terrified, for these things must happen first, but the end will not be right then.”
10
Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There
will be great earthquakes, famines, and plagues in various places. There will be horrifying sights
and great signs from heaven. 12 But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and
will persecute you, handing you over to synagogues and prisons, bringing you before kings and
governors for my name’s sake. 13 It will turn out to be your opportunity to testify. 14 So make up
your minds not to prepare beforehand how to defend yourselves, 15 for I will give you words and
5
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wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be
betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends. They will put some of you to
death. 17 You will be hated by all people for my name’s sake. 18 But not a hair of your head will
perish. 19 By patient endurance you will gain your lives.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated

Hymn of the Day: 488 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near
Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
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sts. 1–4

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated

Prayer of the Church
Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place.
Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your
Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit
and his working through the means of grace.
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives.
Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and
love toward all may increase.
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world.
Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of
faith.
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of
life.
Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and
judge our laws.
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.
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Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science,
the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or
dangerous.
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.
Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . . here name the
person and the cause of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith.
Have mercy on those for whom death draws near.
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care.
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer
We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from
their labors, [especially . . . here name the person]. Console those who are mourning or living
with sadness.
Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven.
Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again.
Amen.

Offering
Offering Hymn: 750 We Give Thee but Thine Own
THE SACRAMENT
Stand

Preface
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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CW 165

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy

CW 167

Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released
from eternal death all who believe in you.
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As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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O Christ, Lamb of God

CW 169

Be seated

Distribution
Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion
today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church
throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow
the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together. As we do so, we can
share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity
to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper and make a public
profession that you agree with what we teach.

Distribution Hymn: 673 O Lord, We Praise You
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn: 924 Abide, O Dearest Jesus
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today: 8:00 AM Bible Study, 8:45 AM Worship and Communion, 9:45 AM Fellowship and
Sunday School
Sunday: 8:00 AM Bible Study, 8:45 AM Worship, 9:45 AM Fellowship and Sunday School
WELS Regional Youth Night
St. Paul’s in Plymouth (106 East Hwy 4 Plymouth, NE 68424) is hosting the first WELS
Regional Youth Night on Sunday, November 20th from 3:30-5:30 (with supper provided).
Area youths (current 8th-12th graders) from all WELS churches in the area are invited. Please
register beforehand (if possible) with the Google Form Link:
https://forms.gle/QVLemjb8A4MifqRD7
Thrivent Food Shelf Challenge
Members of Grace are asked to provide items for a food drive from November 1 through
November 27. The items can be left along the wall south of the bookcase in the fellowship
hall. Items will be packed up on Sunday, November, 27 to be delivered to Blue Valley in
Seward the following week. Our goal is to collect 500 items and if we reach this goal, Thrivent
will provide an additional $500.00 to Blue Valley.

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact
information, please fill out a connection card online at www.graceseward.org
on the member connect tab or scan this code.
Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranseward
Personal assisted listening devices are available.
Given to the Lord: Attendance: Sunday Bible Class 16, Sunday School 6, Worship 37 in
person, Facebook Reached 2, Audio/YouTube 4. Offerings: Home 1378.00, WELS 320.00,
NELHS 450.00, Trinity 125.00. To God be the glory!

746 Pinewood Ave | Seward, NE | www.graceseward.org
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