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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | Seward, Nebraska 
November 6, 2022 

THEME OF THE DAY: WE FEEBLY STRUGGLE; THEY IN GLORY SHINE  

We believe in “the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints” (Apostles’ Creed). All with 

saving faith in Jesus as their Savior are holy. (Saint comes from the Latin word sanctus which 

means holy.) God grants the status of saint to all believers. Since sainthood is achieved through 

faith in Christ, we refer to believers as the invisible Church. Members are unknown to us since only 

God can see the heart. Furthermore, even if we knew the identity of each saint on earth, they 

would not look all that different from the rest of mankind. Believers still struggle with trials, 

temptations, and sin. Nor does membership in the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints make life easier. In some ways it makes life more difficult as we struggle against a world 

that is hostile towards Christ. However, some members of the communion of saints no longer 

struggle with trial and sin. They are not oppressed by an anti-Christian world. These are all the 

saints who, through their Christian death, have triumphed over all these things. The blessedness 

of being God’s saint is no longer invisible for them. They live in the glory of Christ’s light. This 

week, we thank God for those members of the communion of saints who have gone before us 

and now enjoy everlasting life. We feebly struggle, just as they once did. But now, thanks to 

Christ, they in glory shine. Their example encourages us as we patiently wait to join them. 

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Cori Humann 
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)  

Hymn: 886 Blessed Are They  

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.  
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, you have knit your people together into one holy Church, the body of Christ 

our Lord. Grant us grace to follow the example of your blessed saints in lives of faith and 

willing service and with them at last inherit the inexpressible joys that you have prepared for 

those who love you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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First Reading Revelation 21:1–6 

St. John is allowed to see the home of the saints triumphant. 

A New Heaven and a New Earth 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, because the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away. And the sea no longer existed. 2 And I saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3 And from the throne I heard a loud voice that said, “Look! God’s dwelling is with people. He will 

dwell with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them, and he will be their 

God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or sorrow or 

crying or pain, because the former things have passed away.” 
5 The one who was seated on the throne said to me, “Look, I am making everything new!” He also 

said, “Write, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me: 

It is done. 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. 

To anyone who is thirsty, 

    I will give freely from the spring of the water of life. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day: 149- Front of Hymnal: Sing to the LORD, Sing a New Song 

 

Second Reading Hebrews 11:32–40 

For countless saints, their Christian faith was the cause of pain and even death. They faced 

persecution and death with courage because they knew God had planned something better. 

32 And what more should I say? There would not be enough time for me to continue to tell about 

Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the prophets. 33 By faith they conquered 

kingdoms, carried out justice, obtained things that were promised, shut the mouths of 

lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edges of the sword, were made powerful after 

being weak, became mighty in battle, and caused foreign armies to flee. 35 Women received back 

their dead by resurrection. And others who were tortured did not accept their release, so that they 

may take part in a better resurrection. 36 Still others experienced mocking and lashes, in addition 

to chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were 

tempted; they were killed with the sword; they went around in sheepskins and goatskins, needy, 

afflicted, and mistreated. 38 The world was not worthy of them as they wandered in deserts and 

mountains and caves and holes in the ground. 
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39 All of these were commended in Scripture by faith, yet they did not receive what was 

promised, 40 because God had planned something better for us, namely, that they would not 

reach the goal apart from us. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Revelation 7:15 

 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel Luke 6:20–23 

Jesus teaches that the blessedness of being God’s saint is currently hidden from sight. Yet, one day, 

that blessedness will be revealed. 

20 He lifted up his eyes to his disciples and said: 

Blessed are you who are poor, 

    because yours is the kingdom of God. 
21 Blessed are you who hunger now, 

    because you will be satisfied. 

Blessed are you who weep now, 
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    because you will laugh. 
22 Blessed are you whenever people hate you, 

and whenever they exclude and insult you 

and reject your name as evil because of the Son of Man. 
23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy because of this: Your reward is great in heaven! The fact is, 

their fathers constantly did the same things to the prophets.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 889 Jerusalem the Golden 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 
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            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

With grateful hearts, Lord, 

We remember before you this day… 

That great cloud of witnesses whose living trust in you, recorded in your Word, becomes an 

example for us to imitate and follow. 

Inspire us as we remember them and grant us your blessing. 

  

With grateful hearts, Lord, 

We remember before you this day… 

The reformers and confessors who faced the terror of church and empire but stood firm in 

your truth because they were moved by grace, empowered by faith, and guided by Scripture. 

Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their courage. 

  

With grateful hearts, Lord, 

We remember before you this day… 

Your faithful followers of every age—among them our parents and grandparents and our 

mentors and models—whom your Spirit called, gathered, enlightened, and sanctified to be 

your holy Church and by whose faithful words and deeds the gospel of your grace arrived 

also to us.  

Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their resolve.  

  

With grateful hearts, Lord, 

We remember before you this day… 

Those we have known who endured uncommon handicaps, chronic illnesses, and severe 

hardships yet followed you in simple faith and lived their lives  with patience and persistence.  

Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their joy.   

  

[We especially remember before you this day… here name the person and the cause of the 

petition.] 
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With grateful hearts, Lord, 

We remember before you this day… 

Our own loved ones whose memories still burn within our hearts, whom you have called in 

your good time from their labors in life to that life which knows no end. 

Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their reward. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Empower us, Lord, to carry on the work you gave to your people of the past, trusting your 

Son, holding to your Word, confessing your truth, loving the lost, reaching out with your 

love, until you call us, too, by your great grace in Jesus Christ, to join them where memories 

are swallowed up in everlasting joy. 

Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: 884 Lord, When Your Glory I Shall See 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 881 Sing with All the Saints in Glory 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Today: 8:00 AM Bible Study, 8:45 AM Worship, 9:45 AM Fellowship and Sunday School 

 

Sunday: 8:00 AM Bible Study, 8:45 AM Worship and Communion, 9:45 AM Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

 

WELS Regional Youth Night 

St. Paul’s in Plymouth (106 East Hwy 4 Plymouth, NE 68424) is hosting the first WELS 

Regional Youth Night on Sunday, November 20th from 3:30-5:30 (with supper provided). 

Area youths (current 8th-12th graders) from all WELS churches in the area are invited. Please 

register beforehand (if possible) with the Google Form Link: 

https://forms.gle/QVLemjb8A4MifqRD7 

 

Thrivent Food Shelf Challenge 

Members of Grace are asked to provide items for a food drive from November 1 through 

November 27. The items can be left along the wall south of the bookcase in the fellowship 

hall. Items will be packed up on Sunday, November, 27 to be delivered to Blue Valley in 

Seward the following week. Our goal is to collect 500 items and if we reach this goal, Thrivent 

will provide an additional $500.00 to Blue Valley. 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.graceseward.org 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

   Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranseward 

   

  Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

 746 Pinewood Ave | Seward, NE | www.graceseward.org 

Given to the Lord: Attendance: Sunday Bible Class 16, Sunday School 6, Worship 48 in 

person, Facebook Reached 15, Audio/YouTube 10. Offerings: Home 815.00, WELS 495.00, 

NELHS 500.00, Trinity 500.00. To God be the glory! 

https://forms.gle/QVLemjb8A4MifqRD7
http://www.graceseward.org/
http://www.graceseward.org/

