
 

 

 

 
 

 

Put Down What You Love;  

Pick Up What You Loathe 

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | Seward, Nebraska 
September 4, 2022 

SERIES THEME: HARD TRUTH 

“Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem” (Luke 

13:22). Jesus knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to die. If you expect Jesus to use 

these final teaching opportunities to share happy thoughts, you don’t know him well. With a 

sense of extreme urgency, Jesus shares truths we need to hear, even if we do not want to hear 

them. As Jesus teaches hard truth, he challenges conventional wisdom. He reverses the normal 

and natural order of things. This should not surprise us, considering this Teacher’s life and work 

are the opposite of what one would expect. When the truth is hard to hear, the first temptation is 

to deny it. We cannot do that with Jesus’ teaching, for he never lies. When the truth is hard to 

hear, the second temptation is to simply ignore it. To do that with Jesus is to court eternal death. 

Thus, Jesus’ words contain an urgent warning: Listen! Take to heart what Jesus says! For his Word, 

though it contains hard truth, gives eternal life. 

THEME OF THE DAY: PUT DOWN WHAT YOU LOVE; PICK UP WHAT YOU LOATHE 

It is an unavoidable hard truth. Our relationship with Jesus will put us in situations where we must 

decide where love for him ranks compared to love for other people and things. And Jesus is not 

content to be one of many important things in our life; he wants to be first. He wants us to follow 

his Word unwaveringly, even when he asks us to do difficult things. As a result, following Jesus 

will force us to let go of things we love and embrace things we would naturally loath. Jesus is 

loving and honest. He doesn’t hide this hard truth! Instead, he tells us up front that we must 

count the cost of following him. That means calculating what we might have to give up as his 

followers. He wants us to do that now, ahead of time, rather than waiting until we are in the heat 

of the moment and emotions are running high. However, our calculations should not only 

consider what we might give up for Jesus. They also entail calculating what we get through him! 

When we perceive the infinite blessings we find in Christ, the decisions we must make, while 

difficult, will be clear. Whatever is lost as we follow Jesus pales in comparison to what we gain. 

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Cori Humann 
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Hymn: 680 Baptized into Your Name Most Holy 

 

Recognition Of A Private Baptism 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our parents we inherit a 

sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God and are condemned to eternal 

death. But while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. He took away our sin by giving his life on 

the cross. In Baptism, he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life. 

We rejoice that Olivia Wilkens was baptized on August 23rd. Through water and the Word, she 

received the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit and gained the forgiveness of sins, 

life, and salvation. 

The minister asks a witness: 

Was Olivia baptized with water and in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit? 

Yes, Olivia was baptized with water in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart + to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the 

crucified. 

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given you the new birth of water and 

the Spirit and has forgiven all your sins. May he strengthen you with his grace all the days of your 

life. Peace be with you. 

We give thanks, most merciful Father, that you have received Olivia as your own child and made 

her a member of Christ’s body, the church. Now, we pray, grant to her and to all your church on 

earth that, being dead to sin, we may live to righteousness and, being buried with Christ into his 

death, we may also share in his resurrection, so that, with all your saints, we may inherit eternal 

life; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Stand 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Absolution CW 154 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant 

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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THE WORD 

 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

O merciful Lord, you did not spare your only Son but delivered him up for us all. Grant us courage 

and strength to take up the cross and follow him, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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First Reading Deuteronomy 30:15–20 

Through Moses, the Lord sets two paths before Israel: one leading to life, the other to death. Life was 

found in listening to God’s voice. 

15 See now, today I have set before you life and prosperity, death and disaster. 16 This is what I am 

commanding you today: Love the Lord your God, walk in his ways, and keep his commandments, 

his statutes, and his ordinances. Then you will live and increase in number, and the Lord your God 

will bless you in the land that you are going to possess. 
17 But if your heart turns away, and you do not listen, and you are lured away, and you bow down 

to other gods and serve them, 18 then I declare to you today that you will most certainly perish. 

You will not live a long life on the land that you are about to enter and possess by crossing over 

the Jordan. 
19 I call the heavens and the earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and 

death, a blessing and a curse. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live 20 by loving 

the Lord your God, by listening to his voice, and by clinging to him, because that means life for 

you, and you will live a long life on your land that the Lord swore to give to your fathers, to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day: 1-Front of Hymnal: Blessed Are They 

 

Second Reading Philemon 1,7–21 

The case of the escaped slave, Onesimus, returning to his owner, Philemon, is a perfect example of 

the cost involved in following Jesus. Paul encourages Philemon to free Onesimus and embrace him 

as a brother. 

 1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

 To Philemon our dear friend and coworker— 
7 For I have received great joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the 

saints have been refreshed by you, brother. 

 

Appeal on Behalf of Onesimus 
8 For that reason, even though I have plenty of boldness in Christ to order you to do what is 

proper, 9 I am appealing to you, instead, on the basis of love, just as I, Paul, am an old man and 

now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ. 10 I am appealing to you on behalf of my child Onesimus. I 
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became his father while I was in chains. 11 There was a time when he was useless to you, but now 

he is useful both to you and to me. 12 I have sent him (who is my very heart) back to you. 

Welcome him. 13 I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might serve me in your place while I 

am in chains for the gospel. 14 But I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that 

your kindness would not be the result of compulsion, but of willingness. 15 Perhaps this is why he 

was separated from you for a while: so that you would have him back forever, 16 no longer as a 

slave, but as more than a slave, as a dear brother. He certainly is dear to me, but he is even more 

of a dear brother to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 And if he has 

wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, have written this with 

my own hand: I will repay it—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 20 Yes, brother, I am 

asking for a favor from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, 

I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation John 6:68 

 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 
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Gospel Luke 14:25–35 

Jesus teaches us that truly following him will come at a cost. 

The Cost of Being a Disciple 

 25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus. He turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone 

comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother, wife and children, brothers and 

sisters, yes, even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry his own cross 

and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, if he wants to build a tower, does not 

first sit down and count the cost to see if he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he 

has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, everyone who sees it will begin to ridicule 

him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build, but was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, as he goes 

out to confront another king in war, will not first sit down and consider if he is able with ten 

thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 And if he is not 

able, he sends out a delegation and asks for terms of peace while his opponent is still far 

away. 33 So then, any one of you who does not say farewell to all his own possessions cannot be 

my disciple. 34 Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its flavor, how will it become salty again? 35 It is 

not fit for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. The one who has ears to hear, let him 

hear.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

Hymn of the Day: 694 Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Eternal God and Father, we thank you for the blessings we share as members of your holy Church, 

for your gracious Word and sacraments, for opportunities to worship and to grow in faith and 

knowledge, for occasions to serve and be served, and for fellowship with believers in our 

congregation and our synod. 

Help us rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and use them faithfully. 

Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by calling us to be your witnesses 

in the world. Open our eyes to see the great and noble mission that lies before us. In the hurting 

eyes of the lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick, and in the searching eyes of the lost, help us to 

see your face, Lord Jesus, and to serve others as we would serve you. 

Awaken us to opportunities to proclaim your message of love. 

Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on us the wisdom and power we 

need to witness clearly and to act boldly. Help us to speak the truth in love, to give the reason for 

the hope we have, and to conduct ourselves with gentleness and respect. 

Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, a neighbor, or a friend who does not believe in 

you, or whose faith is weak or troubled. 
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Silent prayer 

Keep in your care those who are enduring chronic pain and incessant unhappiness, those 

enduring rejection and struggling with poverty, those mourning the loss of someone they loved. 

[Especially bless… here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Bring healing and help and 

comfort and calm to everyone in distress. 

Move us to act alone or join with others to provide help and support.  

Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim your Word in places where we 

cannot go. Keep them and their loved ones in your care and let nothing hinder their work. By the 

power of the gospel, restore their spirits each day, so that they do not lose heart as they serve us 

and others. 

Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous offerings. 

Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let your kingdom come to us and 

others, so that we and many more might join the assembly of saints and angels to sing your 

praise forever. 

Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen. 

 

Offering 

Hymn: 750 We Give Thee but Thine Own 

Prayer 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 831 Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Today: 8:00 AM Bible Study, 8:45 AM Worship, 9:45 AM Fellowship 

 

Sunday: 8:00 AM Bible Study, 8:45 AM Worship and Communion, 9:45 AM Fellowship 

 

 

Housing Needed for NELHS Student 

NELHS has an opportunity for a high school student from Denmark to attend school through 

Youth for Understanding, but we need a “home stay family” for this program. If anyone is 

able to take in a young man for the school year, please contact Steven Bremer at 

sbremer@nelhs.org or 402-366-8960. As school has started, we will need to line this up as 

soon as possible. 

 

NELHS Fall Festival- October 2nd 

NELHS is looking for donations for the silent auction during the fall festival. If you have any 

items you would like to donate, please bring or send them to school. 

 

They are also looking for volunteers to help with activities throughout the day. If you are 

willing to help, please contact Mandy at mwellman@nelhs.org. 

 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.graceseward.org 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

 

   Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranseward 

   

  Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

 746 Pinewood Ave | Seward, NE | www.graceseward.org 

 

Given to the Lord: Attendance: Sunday Bible Class, Worship 42 in person, Facebook 

Reached 10, Audio/YouTube 17. Offerings: Home 685.00, WELS 25.00, NELHS 475.00, 

Trinity 600.00. To God be the glory! 

http://www.graceseward.org/
http://www.graceseward.org/

