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Prayer Claims What God Wants for Us 

The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | Seward, Nebraska 

July 24, 2022 

SERIES THEME: FOCUSED  

A unique feature of Luke’s Gospel is the section in the middle often called “the travel narrative.” 

This lengthy section began in chapter 9 when Luke told us that Jesus “resolutely set out for 

Jerusalem” (v51). While there are many events and side trips that occur during this travel 

narrative, Luke regularly stresses that nothing is going to dissuade Jesus from going to Jerusalem 

where he will fulfill his life’s mission. Jesus was very focused. Jesus’ mission and the purpose of 

this journey was not to gain an earthly crown. Throughout this travel narrative, Jesus makes clear 

that this world was not his real home. He teaches that this world is not our real home either. Jesus 

is focused on heaven. His mission is to get us there by going to Jerusalem and making the 

ultimate sacrifice to pay for our sin. Nothing would stop him. “He set his face like flint,” Isaiah tells 

us (50:7). Jesus was focused. As we watch the focused actions of our Savior… as we focus carefully 

on his words… something wonderful happens. Jesus gives focus to our lives. We finally see things 

clearly: how to love our neighbor, the true purpose of worship, the blessing of prayer, what is 

treasure (and what is not). In this series, as Christ speaks to us through his Word, may he make us 

properly focused. 

THEME OF THE DAY: FOCUSED PRAYER CLAIMS WHAT GOD WANTS FOR US, NOT WHAT 

WE WANT FROM HIM 

In a sense, prayer comes naturally to us. We want so we ask. We hurt so we cry out. We are frustrated so we 

vent. We are blessed so we give thanks. So we sometimes define prayer as “speaking to God from the heart.” 

Seems so easy. What does not come naturally, however, is the focused prayer God wants for us. We need 

focus when it comes to the basis of our prayers. Our prayers are based entirely on the unique and unearned 

relationship with have with God, our Father. We also need focus when it comes to the content of our prayers. 

Yes, we can speak from the heart and ask for anything we want. But our Father invites us to pray specifically 

for the things he wants to give us. Prayer is the opportunity to bring our will into conformity with God’s will, 

not the other way around. We have much to learn about prayer. So, along with Jesus’ disciples, we say, “Lord, 

teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1). 

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Cori Humann 
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)  

 

Hymn: 719 Lord, Teach Us How to Pray 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Absolution CW 154 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant 
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of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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THE WORD 

 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
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O Lord, your ears are always open to the prayers of your humble servants who come to you in 

Jesus’ name. Teach us always to ask according to your will that we may never fail to obtain the 

blessings you have promised; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Genesis 18:20–32 

Abraham prays on the basis of what he knows about the Lord: that the Lord is a just judge, that the 

Lord shows mercy, and that the Lord invites us to be bold in our prayers. 

  
20 So the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their 

sin is very flagrant, 21 I will go down now and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry 

that has come to me. If not, I will know.”  
22 The two men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained 

standing before the LORD. 23 Abraham approached him and said, “Will you really sweep away the 

righteous along with the wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you 

really sweep them away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous who are in 

it? 25 You would never do such a thing, killing the righteous along with the wicked, treating the 

righteous the same as the wicked. You would never do such a thing. The Judge of all the earth 

should do right, shouldn’t he?”  
26 The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people within the city of Sodom, then I will spare 

the entire place for their sake.”  
27 Abraham answered, “See now, I who am but dust and ashes have taken it on myself to 

speak to my Lord. 28 What if there are five fewer than fifty righteous? Will you destroy the entire 

city if the number is five short?” He said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.”  
29 He spoke to him yet again and said, “What if only forty are found there?” He said, “I will 

not do it for the sake of the forty.”  
30 He said, “Please, do not be angry, my Lord, but I will speak again. What if thirty are 

found there?” He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.”  
31 He said, “See now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to my Lord. What if there are 

twenty found there?” He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of the twenty.”  
32 He said, “Please, do not be angry, my Lord, but I will speak just once more. What if ten 

are found there?” He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of the ten.” 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading 1 Timothy 2:1–7 

Paul teaches that the ultimate purpose for everything we ask is that God’s will be done. 

Instructions on Worship 

First of all, then, I urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made 

for all people, 2 for kings and all those who are in authority, in order that we might live a quiet and 

peaceful life in all godliness and dignity. 3 This is good and pleasing in the sight of God our 

Savior, 4 who wants all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there 

is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave 

himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time. 7 For this testimony, I was 

appointed a herald and an apostle—I speak the truth; I am not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in 

faith and truth. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Luke 11:9 
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel Luke 11:1–13 

Jesus teaches us how to pray and how our Father will answer. 

Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer 

 On another occasion, Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one 

of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John also taught his disciples.” 
2 He said to them, “When you pray, say, ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 3 Give us each day our daily 

bread. 4 Forgive us our sins, as we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.’”  

5 He said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and 

tell him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6 because a friend of mine who is on a journey has 

come to me, and I do not have anything to set before him.’ 7 And the one inside replies, ‘Don’t 

bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give it 

to you.’ 8 I tell you, even if he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet 

because of his bold persistence, he will get up and give him as much as he needs.  
9 “I tell you, keep asking, and it will be given to you. Keep seeking, and you will find. Keep 

knocking, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives. The one who seeks 

finds. And to the one who knocks, it will be opened. 
11 “What father among you, if your son asks for bread, would give him a stone? Or if he 

asks for a fish, would give him a snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, would give 

him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 725 Hear Us, Father, When We Pray 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

Eternal God and Father, we thank you for the blessings we share as members of your holy Church, 

for your gracious Word and sacraments, for opportunities to worship and to grow in faith and 

knowledge, for occasions to serve and be served, and for fellowship with believers in our 

congregation and our synod. 

Help us rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and use them faithfully. 

Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by calling us to be your witnesses 

in the world. Open our eyes to see the great and noble mission that lies before us. In the hurting 

eyes of the lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick, and in the searching eyes of the lost, help us to 

see your face, Lord Jesus, and to serve others as we would serve you. 

Awaken us to opportunities to proclaim your message of love. 

Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on us the wisdom and power we 

need to witness clearly and to act boldly. Help us to speak the truth in love, to give the reason for 

the hope we have, and to conduct ourselves with gentleness and respect. 

Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, a neighbor, or a friend who does not believe in 

you, or whose faith is weak or troubled. 

Silent prayer 

Keep in your care those who are enduring chronic pain and incessant unhappiness, those 

enduring rejection and struggling with poverty, those mourning the loss of someone they loved. 

[Especially bless… here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Bring healing and help and 

comfort and calm to everyone in distress. 

Move us to act alone or join with others to provide help and support.  

Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim your Word in places where we 

cannot go. Keep them and their loved ones in your care and let nothing hinder their work. By the 

power of the gospel, restore their spirits each day, so that they do not lose heart as they serve us 

and others. 

Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous offerings. 

Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let your kingdom come to us and 

others, so that we and many more might join the assembly of saints and angels to sing your 

praise forever. 

Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen. 
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Offering 

Hymn: 720 Our Father, Throned in Heaven Above sts. 1, 3 

Prayer 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

Hymn: 561 Before the Throne of God Above 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Today: 8:45 AM Worship, 9:45 AM Fellowship 

 

Sunday: 8:45 AM Worship, 9:45 AM Fellowship 

 

There will be a joint meeting between Bethel and Grace at Grace, Seward on Saturday 

August 6th starting at 6:30pm.  

 

Immediately following the joint meeting, Grace will have its quarterly voters meeting. 

 

How should Christians face persecution? What does it mean to have hope in a sinful world? 

Starting on July 31st at 8:00am Bible study will start up again and the focus will be on the 

book of 1 Peter, which is a book written to encourage Christians who were undergoing 

severe persecution for their faith. Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.graceseward.org 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

 

   Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranseward 

   

  Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

 746 Pinewood Ave | Seward, NE | www.graceseward.org 

Given to the Lord:  Attendance: Worship 51 in person, Facebook Reached 12, 

Audio/YouTube 13. Offerings: Home 737.00, WELS 25.00, NELHS 1,325.00, Trinity 500.00. 

To God be the glory! 

http://www.graceseward.org/
http://www.graceseward.org/

