WHAT THE EYE SEES DIFFERS
FROM WHAT GOD DECREES
The Sunday after Epiphany

Grace Lutheran Church, January 9, 2022

Seward, NE

Worship Series: UNCOVERED
We are in the season of the Church called Epiphany, a Greek word that means "to appear."
Salvation has appeared in the person of Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, the Church explores everything
that Christ makes apparent about God. You see, we need God to appear to us and make himself
known to us. For not only is God beyond our understanding, his works and his ways are contrary
to mankind's natural assumptions about him. In other words, the truth about God cannot possibly
be discovered by us. Rather, it needs to be uncovered for us. That's what the Spirit is doing for us
during this season of Epiphany. Week after week, surprising truths about Jesus our King and life in
his kingdom will be uncovered.

Today’s Theme: Anointing – What the Eye Sees Differs from what God Decrees
Our sight tends to be the sense we trust most. We say we will believe something when we see it.
That presents a problem when it comes to the work of God. So often what our eye sees differs
from what God decrees. This is true of the life of Jesus. In the eyes of the world, he was nothing
special. This is also true in the life of the Christian. To the world, the believer does not look more
blessed than the unbeliever. In fact, the believer may appear to have more hardships as the devil
and his allies attempt to destroy him. So, to assure his children, God connects his grace, power,
and blessing to something we can see—a visible sign: the anointing of baptism.

Communion
We are celebrating the Lord’s Supper today. Scripture tells us that we need to examine ourselves
before we receive the Lord’s Supper so that we do not take it in a harmful manner. (1 Cor. 11:2729) For help in preparation see page 156 in the front of the hymnal.
Visitors: Because we do not want you to receive the Lord’s Supper in a harmful manner we ask
that you do not come forward for the Lord’s Supper today if you are not members of a WELS or
ELS church. The pastor will be happy to share with you the Biblical basis for this practice.
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The Service
679 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It
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Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578, Tune: Public domain

Stand

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the
Amen.

Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection

Absolution

CW 156

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy
In peace let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Glory Be to God

CW 157
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The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
6

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you proclaimed him your beloved
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in
our calling as your children, and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
Be seated

FIRST READING

1 Samuel 16:1–13

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as
king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I
see a king for myself among his sons.”
2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”
The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’
3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will let you know what you are to do. You are to anoint for
me the person that I point out to you.”
4
So Samuel did what the LORD had told him to do and went to Bethlehem. Trembling
with fear, the elders of the city came to meet him. They said, “Do you come in peace?”
5He said, “Yes, in peace. I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves, and
come with me to the sacrifice.” He consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the
sacrifice.
6When they had come, he looked at Eliab and said, “Certainly this is the LORD’s
anointed.”
7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at how tall he is,
because I have rejected him. For the LORD does not look at things the way man does. For
man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”
8Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The
LORD has not chosen this one either.”
9Then Jesse had Shammah pass by. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one
either.”
10Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel. Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not
chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Is that all of the young men?”
Jesse said, “There still is the youngest, but he is tending the sheep.”
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him, for we cannot sit down to eat until he comes.”
7

12

He sent for him and brought him in. David had red hair and striking eyes, and was
good-looking. The LORD said, “Get up! Anoint him, because this is the one.”
13
So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers. The
Spirit of the LORD rushed on David with power from that day forward. After that Samuel set
out and returned to Ramah. (EHV)
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading

Titus 3:4–7

4But

when the kindness and love of God our Savior toward mankind appeared, 5he saved
us—not by righteous works that we did ourselves, but because of his mercy. He saved us
through the washing of rebirth and the renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on
us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace,
we might become heirs in keeping with the hope of eternal life. (EHV)
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand

Gospel Acclamation

Mark 1:11

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578
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Gospel

Luke 3:15–17,21,22
15

The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John
might be the Christ. 16John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But someone
mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he
will thoroughly clean out his threshing floor. He will gather the wheat into his barn, but
he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
21
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. While he was
praying, heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like
a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love. I am well pleased
with you.” (EHV)
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated

377 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord
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The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight
anointed Christ in glorious sight
as God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall
to save the world and free us all.

6

Now rise, faint hearts: be resolute!
This man is Christ, our substitute!
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.
Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 Tune: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Remembrance of Baptism
Holy Baptism is the priceless means of grace by which our Father in heaven connects us with
Christ in his life, death, and resurrection. The apostle Paul wrote: “All of us who were baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death. We were therefore buried with him through
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of
the Father, we too may live a new life.” Again Paul wrote: “All of you who were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.”
In Holy Baptism, God takes away our sins and us gives new life. We reject the devil and confess
that we believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
I ask you: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises?
Yes, and I ask God to help me.
Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son?
Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
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born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Is it your sincere prayer and desire to remain faithful to your Lord Jesus, to value the Word
and sacraments, and to live a life that pleases God?
Yes, and I ask God to help me.
May the eternal God, who saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy
Spirit, bless you and keep you to everlasting life.
Amen.
Be seated

Prayer of the Church
Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son,
through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his
working through the means of grace.
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives.
Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and
love toward all may increase.
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world.
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Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of
faith.
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of
life.
Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge
our laws.
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.
Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science,
the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or
dangerous.
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.
Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer
persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near.
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care.
Special intercessions
Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again.
Amen.

Offering
If Then You Have Been Raised with Christ
1

Tune: Forest Green CW 357

If then you have been raised with Christ,
look not to earthly things,
for Christ’s own death has saved your life
from sin and death’s sharp sting.
Set hearts and minds on things above,
on Christ who reigns on high.
In Christ your life will be revealed
and with him you will rise.
Text: © 2018 Birnamwood Publications, a div. of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578
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The Sacrament
Stand

Preface

CW 165

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lived among us
as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore,
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their
glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy

CW 167
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released
from eternal death all who believe in you.
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Pax Domini
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God

CW 169

Be seated
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Distribution
691 Awake, O Sleeper, Rise and See
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7

CW 691

Christ offers you, with nail-scarred hand,
true manna for this desert land:
his body and his blood divine
beneath the sacred bread and wine.
Our Savior never leaves his own
as orphans, hungry and alone;
he promises with certainty:
“I am in you and you in me.”
Such precious gifts do not disdain;
do not receive God’s grace in vain,
but cherish, as his children true,
the hope of glory—Christ in you.
Text: © 2005 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130405222, Tune: Public domain
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Stand

Thanksgiving
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Proclamation
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Post-Communion Prayer
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

17

379 Christ, Your Footprints through the Desert

Text: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578
Tune: © 2000 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today: 8:00 AM Bible Study, 8:45 AM Worship with Communion, 9:45 AM Sunday School and
Fellowship
Monday: 7 PM Trinity Board Meeting
Sunday: 8:00 AM Bible Study, 8:45 AM Worship, 9:45 AM Sunday School and Fellowship, CHOIR
practice
3 PM Congregational pre-call meeting with DP Hirsch at Grace
4 PM Annual Voters and Ladies Meetings

Call Meetings with District President Hirsch
January 16 – Pre-Call meeting for all members – 3 PM, at Grace
January 30 – Call Meeting for all Voters – 3 PM, at Bethel
Everyone Outreach is our Mission Festival seminar for this year. We would like as
many members as possible to attend. January 22 Session 1 at Grace, January 23
Session 2 at Bethel. Please sign up online using this code.
Parish Status/Pastoral Needs Assessment (from District President Hirsch)
The link to the online form is too long to publish here so use the QR Code, or you
can click on the link that will be sent out in the weekly email announcements.
Paper forms are available in the entry way.

Copyright Acknowledgments
Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.
Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House., reprinted under
OneLicense.net A-713578 Print and Podcast License. Scripture Quotations: Wartburg Project.
Holy Bible: Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV)
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Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranseward
Personal assisted listening devices are available.
Given to the Lord: Attendance: Worship 26 in person, Facebook live 3, Clicks 21,
Audio/YouTube , Sunday School . Offerings: Home: 1,016.34, WELS 396.00, NELHS 129.34,
Trinity 100.00. To God be the glory!
746 Pinewood Ave., Seward, NE | 402-643-4131 | 402-641-4685 | www.graceseward.org

20

