He Humbles Himself
The First Sunday of Advent

Grace Lutheran Church

Seward, NE

Worship Series: When the Lord Comes Near
“Advent” is a Latin word that means “coming.” The season of Advent is the four-week period
before Christmas that the Church uses to connect the two “comings” of Christ. The first time the
Lord came into our world it was as a tiny, helpless baby, born in a manger in Bethlehem. However,
when Jesus comes again, it will be in all his power and glory with his angelic army behind him. He
will be coming as judge at the end of time. Let us use these four weeks to see how the events of
Jesus’ first coming remove all our fears about his second coming. We can hold our heads high
when the Lord comes near.

Today’s Theme: He Humbles Himself
What would it be like to meet God? We know he is almighty and holy. He loathes sin. No wonder
that when God appears to his Old Testament people, their first response is typically terror. But
when Jesus Christ came into our world, he hid his glory and power. He humbled himself so that
sinners would be drawn to him rather than driven away in fear.
CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact
information, please fill out a connection card online at www.gracesewar.org the
member connect tab, or scan this code.

Communion
We are celebrating the Lord’s Supper today. Scripture tells us that we need to examine ourselves
before we receive the Lord’s Supper so that we do not take it in a harmful manner. (1 Cor. 11:2729) For help in preparation see page 156 in the front of the hymnal.
Visitors: Because we do not want you to receive the Lord’s Supper in a harmful manner we ask
that you do not come forward for the Lord’s Supper today if you are not members of a WELS or
ELS church. The pastor will be happy to share with you the Biblical basis for this practice.
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The Service
OPENING HYMN

Prepare the Royal Highway | CW 21 302

1 Prepare the royal highway; The King of kings is near!
Let ev’ry hill and valley A level road appear!
Then greet the King of glory, Foretold in sacred story:
Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word!
2 God’s people, see him coming: Your own eternal King!
Palm branches strew before him! Spread garments! Shout and sing!
God’s promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you!
Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word!
3 Then fling the gates wide open To greet your promised King!
Your King, yet ev’ry nation Its tribute too should bring.
All lands, bow down before him! All nations, now adore him!
Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word!
4 His is no earthly kingdom; It comes from heav’n above.
His rule is peace and freedom And justice, truth, and love.
So let your praise be sounding For kindness so abounding:
Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word!
This hymn reminds us that Advent is a season of preparation, as King Jesus comes to rule in our hearts and lives and
leads us to his heavenly kingdom.
Stand

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION (CW 21 pg 154)
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
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Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his onlySon, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant
of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the +
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY

Kyrie

In peace let us pray to the Lord
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of us
all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen
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Glory Be to God (CW 21 pg 157-159)

Gloria in Excelsis
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The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength, and save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING

Jeremiah 33:14–16

Listen, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the good promises
that I have spoken to the house of Israel and concerning the house of Judah.
14

In those days and at that time,
I will cause a righteous Branch to grow up from David’s line.
He will establish justice and righteousness on earth.
16
In those days Judah will be saved,
and Jerusalem will dwell securely.
This is what she will be called:
The LORD Our Righteousness. (EHV)
15

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 24a
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The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it,*
the world, and all who live in it;
for he founded it on the seas*
and established it on the waters.
Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD?*
Who may stand in his holy place?
The one who has clean hands and a pure heart,*
They will receive blessing from God their Savior.
Refrain
Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors,*
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory?*
The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors,*
that the King of glory may come in.
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Who is he, this King of glory?*
The LORD Almighty—he is the King of glory.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

SECOND READING

1 Thessalonians 3:9–13

Indeed, how can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have before God
on account of you? 10Night and day we are praying earnestly to see you in person and to
supply what is lacking in your faith.
11
May God our Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the
Lord increase your love and make it overflow for each other and for all people, just as ours
does for you, 13so that he may establish your hearts as blameless in holiness before our God
and Father, when our Lord Jesus comes with all his saints. (EHV)
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL

Luke 19:28–40

After Jesus had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29As he
came near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of
his disciples ahead, 30saying, “Go to the village ahead of you. When you enter it, you will find
a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it here. 31And if anyone asks you,
‘Why are you untying it?’ you will say this: ‘The Lord needs it.’ ”
28
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Those who were sent ahead went and found things just as he had told them. 33As they
were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?”
34
They said, “The Lord needs it.”
35
Then they brought the colt to Jesus. They threw their robes on the colt and set Jesus
on it. 36As he went along, people spread their robes on the road. 37As he was approaching
the slope of the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began to praise God joyfully,
with a loud voice, for all the miracles they had seen, 38saying, “Blessed is the King who comes
in the name of the Lord!a Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”
39
Some of the Pharisees from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”
40
He replied, “I tell you, if these people would be silent, the stones would cry out.” (EHV)
32

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated

HYMN OF THE DAY

Savior of the Nations, Come | CW21 301

1 Savior of the nations, come; Virgin’s Son, make here your home.
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth.
2 Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God
Was the Word of God made flesh, Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.
3 Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child Of the virgin undefiled,
Though by all the world disowned, Yet to be in heav’n enthroned!
4 From the Father’s throne he came And ascended to the same,
Captive leading death and hell—High the song of triumph swell!
5 Praise to God the Father sing, Praise to God the Son, our King,
Praise to God the Spirit be Ever and eternally.

SERMON

1 Thessalonians 3:9–13

Stand

a

Psalm 118:26

9

CONFESSION OF FAITH

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send the
offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you
continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior.
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We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy the works
of the devil.
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our pride and to
rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.
Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use it to
cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days before
Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism.
Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.
Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son coming
again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords.
Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory.
Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.

OFFERING (CW21 305 v. 5)
Redeemer, come! I open wide My heart to you; here, Lord, abide!
Oh, enter with your saving grace; Show me your kind and friendly face.
Your Holy Spirit guide us on Until our glorious goal is won.
Eternal praise and fame We offer to your name.

The Sacrament
A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who
eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 1Co
11:28-29 (NIV1984)

Page 165 in CW 21
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The Lord be with you.

Lift up your hearts.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It

is

right to

give him thanks and praise

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord whose way
John the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in him
you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the
Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from
eternal death all who believe in you.
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together
to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, untie us as one, and strengthen our
faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you,
O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
13

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks,
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; this is my
✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen
LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN

O Bride of Christ, Rejoice | CW21 303

1 O bride of Christ, rejoice!
Exultant raise your voice
to hail the day of glory
foretold in sacred story.
Hosanna! Now adore him;
with praises bow before him!
2 Let shouts of gladness rise
triumphant to the skies.
Now comes the King most glorious
to reign o'er all victorious.
Hosanna! Now adore him;
with praises bow before him!
3 A humble beast he rides,
yet as a king presides;
tho' not arrayed in splendor,
he makes the grave surrender.
Hosanna! Now adore him;
with praises bow before him!
4 The weak and timid find
how meek he is and kind;
to them he gives a treasure
of bliss beyond all measure.
Hosanna! Now adore him;
with praises bow before him!
5 Then go your Lord to meet,
strew palm leaves at his feet,
your garments spread before him,
and honor and adore him.
Hosanna! Sing the story
of Christ, the King of glory!
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good:
His mercy endues forever
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN

Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes | CW21 313

1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long;
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne
And ev’ry voice a song.
2 He comes the captives to release,
In Satan’s prison held.
The gates of brass before him burst;
The iron fetters yield.
3 He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of his grace
To enrich the humble poor.
4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Your welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring
With your beloved name.
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