WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?
The Festival of the Holy Trinity

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | Seward, Nebraska
May 30, 2021
WELCOME TO WORSHIP
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship the Lord with us today. Large print hymnals
and personal assisted listening devices are available on request. The service can be heard
throughout the building so that you can participate even if you have to take your child out for
a while. Restrooms are in the hall between the chapel and fellowship area. If you have any
questions please feel free to ask an usher.
CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact
information, please fill out a connection card online at www.gracesewar.org
the member connect tab, or scan this code.
SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
Communion
We are celebrating the Lord’s Supper today. Scripture tells us that we need to examine
ourselves before we receive the Lord’s Supper so that we do not take it in a harmful manner.
(1 Cor. 11:27-29) For help in preparation see page 156 in the front of the hymnal.
Visitors: Because we do not want you to receive the Lord’s Supper in harmful manner we ask
that you do not come forward for the Lord’s Supper today if you are not members of a WELS
or ELS church. The pastor will be happy to share with you the Biblical basis for this practice.
SERVING IN WORSHIP
Worship Leader
Organist

Pastor Mark A. Haefner
Mrs. Karma Ridpath

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Pblishing House. All rights reserved, and all other copyrighted
material Reprinted under OneLicnese.net #A-713578 print and podcast license.
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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THE SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT
A version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church

OPENING HYMN

Holy, Holy, Holy | 195

1 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee;
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
Who was and is and evermore shall be.
3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,
Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity.
4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
INVOCATION
please stand, if able

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
CONFESSION
God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
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Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
ABSOLUTION
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
LORD, HAVE MERCY
For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and
joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the
courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O
Christ.

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here
their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
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Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your
tender care:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.

O LORD, OUR LORD
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God and Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, filling and renewing all
creation by your eternal Spirit, and manifesting your saving grace through our Lord
Jesus Christ: in mercy cleanse our hearts and lips that, free from doubt and fear, we may
ever worship you, one true immortal God, with your Son and the Holy Spirit, living and
reigning, now and forever.
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The Word
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 6:1-8

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and exalted,
and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him stood the seraphim. Each one
had six wings. With two they covered their faces. With two they covered their feet. With
two they flew. 3One called to another and said,
Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of Armies!
The whole earth is full of his glory!
4
The foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of the one who called, and the
temple was filled with smoke.
5
Then I said, “I am doomed! I am ruined, because I am a man with unclean lips, and I
dwell among a people with unclean lips, and because my eyes have seen the King, the
LORD of Armies!”
6
Then one of the seraphim flew to me, carrying a glowing coal in his hand, which he
had taken from the altar with tongs. 7He touched my mouth with the coal and said,
“Look, this has touched your lips, so your guilt is taken away, and your sin is forgiven.”
8
Then I heard the Lord’s voice, saying, “Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?”
Then I said, “Here I am. Send me!” (EHV)
The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
SECOND LESSON

Romans 8:14-17

Indeed, those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not
receive a spirit of slavery so that you are afraid again, but you received the Spirit of
adoption by whom we call out, “Abba, Father!” 16The Spirit himself joins our spirit in
testifying that we are God’s children.
17
Now if we are children, we are also heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
since we suffer with him, so that we may also be glorified with him. (EHV)
14

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory. Alleluia.

GOSPEL

John 3:1-17

please stand, if able

The Gospel according to John chapter 3.
There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling
council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these miraculous signs you are
doing unless God is with him.”
3
Jesus replied, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless someone is born from above, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.”
4
Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a
second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?”
5
Jesus answered, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless someone is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God! 6Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh.
Whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be surprised when I tell you that you
must be born from above. 8The wind blows where it pleases. You hear its sound, but
you do not know where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone who is
born of the Spirit.”
8|P a g e

“How can these things be?” asked Nicodemus.
“You are the teacher of Israel,” Jesus answered, “and you do not know these things?
11
Amen, Amen, I tell you: We speak what we know, and we testify about what we have
seen. But you people do not accept our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things
and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has
ascended into heaven, except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man,
who is in heaven.
14
“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be
lifted up, 15so that everyone who believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
16
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. (EHV)
9

10

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

be seated

HYMN OF THE DAY

Voices Raised to You We Offer | 724

1 Voices raised to you we offer; Tune them, God, for songs of praise.
Hearts and hands we bring in tribute For your gifts through all our days.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Triune God, to you we sing!
2 All creation joins to praise you; Earth and sky your works display.
Art and music, gifts you lend us, We return to you today.
Alleluia! Alleluia! God, Creator, source of life!
3 Christ, the song of love incarnate, Touching earth with heaven’s grace.
For your living, suff’ring, dying, For your rising, hear our praise!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ, Redeemer, Lord of life!
4 Spirit, flaming through creation, Kindle faith within each heart.
Lift our voices high in chorus; Through our hands your love impart.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Spirit, Helper, breath of life!
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5 How can any praise we offer Measure all the thanks we owe!
Take our hearts and hands and voices—Gifts of love we can bestow.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Triune God, to you we sing!
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923–2007 © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.

SERMON
Do not be deceived, my dear brothers. 17Every good act of giving and every perfect gift
is from above, coming down from the Father of the lights, who does not change or shift
like a shadow. 18Just as he planned, he gave us birth by the word of truth so that we
would be a kind of firstfruits of his creations.
please stand, if able

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
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We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
be seated

OFFERING WE PRESENT OUR GIFTS TO THE LORD
1 Corinthians 16:2 (NIV) On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of
money in keeping with his income

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive
from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and
the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to share
happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and thank you for your
saving Word and for your Son’s body and blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in
the sacrament. Through these means of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts
and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church on earth.
Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our love
for one another.
Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose
courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give us
strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak of
your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your Word of salvation
with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the government, and all good
institutions that you have established for the benefit of society. Remember in mercy those
who are sick and suffering, and bring your healing to troubled homes and lives.
Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
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Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome
all things through our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we join in praying.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Sacrament
A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone
who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on
himself. 1Co 11:28-29 (NIV1984)
The Lord be with you.

Lift up your hearts.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. In perfect unity with his Son and the Holy Spirit, he is the source, guide,
and goal of our lives now and always. Now have come the salvation and the power and
the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne
and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest | 177

1 Come, Holy Ghost, Creator blest, And make our hearts your place of rest;
Come with your grace and heav’nly aid, And fill the hearts which you have made.
2 To you, the Counselor, we cry, To you, the gift of God most high;
The fount of life, the fire of love, The soul’s anointing from above.
3 Your light to ev’ry thought impart, And shed your love in ev’ry heart;
The weakness of our mortal state With deathless might invigorate.
4 Drive far away our wily foe, And your abiding peace bestow;
If you are our protecting guide, No evil can with us abide.
5 Teach us to know the Father, Son, And you, from both, as Three in One
That we your name may ever bless And in our lives the truth confess.
6 Praise we the Father and the Son And Holy Spirit, with them One,
And may the Son on us bestow The gifts that from the Spirit flow!
THANK THE LORD
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PRAYER
Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may
glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long
for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge
of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace..

HYMN
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There Is a Redeemer | 747
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today: 8:00 AM Bible Study, 8:45 AM Worship with Communion
Saturday: 8:30 AM Men’s Bible Study Fellowship in Utica.
Sunday: 8:00 AM Bible Study, 8:45 AM Worship

Men’s Bible Study will be on June 5th at 8:30 AM at the Utica Auditorium.
In our prayers:

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranseward
Personal assisted listening devices are available.
Given to the Lord: Attendance: 36 in person, Facebook live 6, Clicks, Audio/Slides .
Offerings: Home: 705.00, WELS 244.93, NELHS 865.00, Trinity 25.00, LMSG 100.00,
Benevolence 24.93. To God be the glory!
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746 Pinewood Ave., Seward, NE | 402-643-4131 | 402-641-4685 | www.graceseward.org
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