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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | Seward, Nebraska 

March 28, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship the Lord with us today.  Large print hymnals 

and personal assisted listening devices are available on request.  The service can be heard 

throughout the building so that you can participate even if you have to take your child out for 

a while.  Restrooms are in the hall between the chapel and fellowship area.  If you have any 

questions please feel free to ask an usher. 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.gracesewar.org 

the member connect tab, or scan this code.  

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

Communion 

We are celebrating the Lord’s Supper today.  Scripture tells us that we need to examine 

ourselves before we receive the Lord’s Supper so that we do not take it in a harmful manner. 

(1 Cor. 11:27-29)  For help in preparation see page 156 in the front of the hymnal.   
  

Visitors:  Because we do not want you to receive the Lord’s Supper in harmful manner we ask 

that you do not come forward for the Lord’s Supper today if you are not members of a WELS 

or ELS church.  The pastor will be happy to share with you the Biblical basis for this practice. 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Worship Leader Pastor Mark A. Haefner 

Organist Mrs. Karma Ridpath 

 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Pblishing House. All rights reserved, Reprinted under 

OneLicnese.net #A-713578 

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

www.wartburgproject.org  

Cover and series art: corissianelsonart.com 

http://www.gracesewar.org/
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THE SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
A  version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church 

OPENING HYMN Hosanna, Loud Hosanna | 130 

1  Hosanna, loud hosanna, The little children sang; 

Through pillared court and temple The lovely anthem rang. 

To Jesus, who had blessed them, Close folded to his breast, 

The children sang their praises, The simplest and the best. 

 

2  From Olivet they followed Mid an exultant crowd, 

The victor palm branch waving And chanting clear and loud. 

The Lord of saints and angels Rode on in lowly state 

Nor scorned that little children Should on his bidding wait. 

 

3  “Hosanna in the highest!” That ancient song we sing, 

For Christ is our Redeemer, The Lord of heav’n, our King. 

Oh, may we ever praise him With heart and life and voice 

And in his royal presence Eternally rejoice. 

INVOCATION 

 please stand, if able 

 The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

 And also with you. 

CONFESSION 

 God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.  

 Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
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eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 

pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

ABSOLUTION 

 God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY  

 For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and 

joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 

Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
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 Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your 

tender care: 

 

 

 

      The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

 
O LORD, OUR LORD 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Let us pray. 

 We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed us 

through your Son, Jesus Christ. As he was acclaimed by those who scattered their 

garments and branches of palms in his path, so may we always hail him as our King and 

follow him with perfect confidence; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
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The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Zechariah 9:9,10 

9Rejoice greatly, Daughter of Zion!  

Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!  

Look! Your King is coming to you.  

He is righteous and brings salvation.  

He is humble and is riding on a donkey,  

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  
10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim  

and the horse from Jerusalem.  

The battle bow will be taken away,  

and he will proclaim peace to the nations.  

His kingdom will extend from sea to sea,  

from the River to the ends of the earth. (EHV) 

  The word of the Lord 

  Thanks be to God. 

SECOND LESSON  Philippians 2:5-11 

     5Indeed, let this attitude be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. 6Though he was by 

nature God, he did not consider equality with God as a prize to be displayed,c 7but he 

emptied himself by taking the nature of a servant. When he was born in human likeness, 

and his appearance was like that of any other man, 8he humbled himself and became 

obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly 

exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of 

Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every 

tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (EHV) 

  The word of the Lord 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

 
c Or something to be used for his own advantage, or something to cling to 
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VERSE OF THE DAY  

   The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 

Worship, honor, pow’r, and blessing You are worthy to receive; CW 351 

Loudest praises, without ceasing, Right it is for us to give. 

Help, O bright angelic spirits, All your noblest anthems raise; 

Help to sing our Savior’s merits; Help to chant Immanuel’s praise. 

 

GOSPEL Mark 11:1-10 

please stand, if able 

 The Gospel according to Mark chapter11. 

1As they approached Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, on the Mount of Olives, he 

sent two of his disciples 2and told them, “Go into the village ahead of you. As soon as 

you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and 

bring it here. 3If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it, and 

he will send it back here without delay.’ ”  
4They left and found a colt on the street, tied at a door; and they untied it. 5Some who 

were standing there asked them, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6The disciples 

answered them just as Jesus had instructed them, and the men let them go.  
7They brought the colt to Jesus, threw their garments on it, and Jesus sat on it. 8Many 

people spread their garments on the road. Others spread branches that they had cut 

from the fields. 9Those who went in front and those who followed were crying out,  

Hosanna!b  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!  

Hosanna in the highest! (EHV) 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
b Hosanna means save us or help us, we pray. 
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be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Ride On, Ride On in Majesty | 133 

1  Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

Hark! All the tribes hosanna cry. 

O Savior meek, pursue your road, 

With palms and scattered garments strowed. 

 

2  Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die. 

O Christ, your triumphs now begin 

O’er captive death and conquered sin. 

 

3  Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

The angel armies of the sky 

Look down with sad and wond’ring eyes 

To see th’ approaching sacrifice. 

 

4  Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

Your last and fiercest strife is nigh. 

The Father on his sapphire throne 

Awaits his own anointed Son. 

 

5  Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die. 

Bow your meek head to mortal pain, 

Then take, O Christ, your power and reign. 

SERMON 

1The earth is the LORD’s  

and everything that fills it,  

the world and all who live in it,  
2because he founded it on the seas,  

and he established it on the rivers.  
3Who may go up to the mountain of the LORD?  

Who may stand in his holy place?  
4He who has clean hands and a pure heart,  
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whose soul is not set on what is false,  

who does not swear deceitfully.  
5He will receive blessing from the LORD  

and righteousness from the God who saves him.  
6Such are the people of Jacob who look for the LORD,  

who seek your face. 
7Lift up your heads, you gates.  

Lift yourselves up, you ancient doors,  

and the King of Glory will come in.  
8Who is this King of Glory?  

The LORD strong and mighty,  

the LORD mighty in battle.  
9Lift up your heads, you gates.  

Lift up, you ancient doors,  

and the King of Glory will come in.  
10Who is he, this King of Glory?  

The LORD of Armies—he is the King of Glory.  

           please stand, if able 

NICENE CREED 

      We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 



11 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  

  be seated 

OFFERING   Please place your offering in the plate in the entry.  

1 Corinthians 16:2 (NIV) On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of 

money in keeping with his income 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

  Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive 

from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and 

the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to share 

happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and thank you for your 

saving Word and for your Son’s body and blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in 

the sacrament. Through these means of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts 

and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church on earth. 

  

   Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our love 

for one another. 

 

  Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose 

courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give us 

strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak of 

your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your Word of salvation 

with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the government, and all good 

institutions that you have established for the benefit of society. Remember in mercy those 

who are sick and suffering, and bring your healing to troubled homes and lives. 

  

  Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.  
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Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

  

   Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

  

Silent prayer. 

  

   Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome 

all things through our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we join in praying. 

  

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Sacrament 

A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone 

who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on 

himself. 1Co 11:28-29  (NIV1984)  
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    The Lord be with you. 

  

   Lift up your hearts. 

  

  

  

  

    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  

  

  

  
Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only 

for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. Now have come the salvation and the 

power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the 

throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  
  

  

   
 

 O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face | 315 

1  Here, O my Lord, I see you face to face; 

Here would I touch and handle things unseen, 

Here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace, 

And all my weariness upon you lean. 
 

2  This is the hour of banquet and of song; 

Here is the heav’nly table spread anew. 

Here let me feast and, feasting, still prolong 

The brief bright hour of fellowship with you. 
 

3  I have no help but yours nor do I need 

Another arm but yours to lean upon. 

It is enough, O Lord, enough indeed; 

My strength is in your might, your might alone. 

 

4  Mine is the sin but yours the righteousness; 

Mine is the guilt but yours the cleansing blood. 

Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace: 

Your blood, your righteousness, O Lord, my God. 
 

5  Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear. 

The feast, though not the love, is past and gone. 

The bread and wine remove, but you are here, 

Nearer than ever, still my shield and sun. 
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6  Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 

Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 

Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 

The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 

 

THANK THE LORD 

 

PRAYER 

  

   Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 

glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long 

for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge 

of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

  

 

 

 

 



17 

BLESSING 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace.  .  

 

HYMN  Lord Jesus Christ, My Savior Blest | 362 

1  Lord Jesus Christ, my Savior blest, My Hope and my Salvation! 

Lord, hear my plea: Deliver me From misery! 

Your Word brings consolation. 
 

2  Lord, as you will, So lead me still; Your mercy fails me never. 

My God, I pray: Teach me your way To my last day; 

From evil keep me ever. 
 

3  I have your Word, Christ Jesus, Lord: You never will forsake me! 

This will I plead In time of need. Oh, help with speed 

When troubles overtake me! 
 

4  Now henceforth must I put my trust In you, O dearest Savior. 

Your gracious choice, Your Word and voice, Make me rejoice 

Though sinful my behavior. 
 

5  Grant, Lord, I pray, Your grace each day, That I, your name revering, 

Your glory see And happy be Eternally, 

Before your throne appearing. 
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Communion Procedure 

 

After the consecration, napkins will be placed on the communion rail 6 ft apart by an 

assistant wearing gloves. A wafer and individual cup will be placed on each napkin by 

the pastor who will be wearing gloves. 

When everything is set out the first group may come to commune. You may eat and 

drink as pastor speaks the words “take and eat”, “take and drink.” On dismissal 

please take the napkin and cup and place it in the basket. Hand sanitizer is available 

next to the basket. 

Please do your best to keep your six-foot distance at the altar (families can stand 

next to each other) and as you come to and return from the altar. 

The process is repeated as often as necessary for all who want to commune to do so. 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Today:  8:45 AM Worship with Communion 

Thursday: 6:30 PM Joint Worship at Grace with communion 

Friday: 6:30 PM Joint Worship at Bethel with communion 

Sunday: 8:45 AM Worship – Easter 

 

Cards or other items for the shut in gift bags should be here today.  

 

Holy Week worship: Maundy Thursday will be a joint service at Grace at 6:30 PM. We will likely 

be over capacity in the chapel because of distancing, so if you don’t mind sitting in chairs 

in the narthex or participating from the fellowship hall if needed, that would be 

appreciated. 

 

 Good Friday will be a joint service at Bethel at 6:30 PM. 

 

NELHS and Trinity will be on Easter break Thursday April 1 through Monday April 5. Classes 

resume on Tuesday April 6. 

 

Men’s Bible Study will be a week later in April, Saturday April 10 at 8:30 AM. 

 

 

In our prayers:  
 

 

   Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranseward 

   

  Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

 

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  31 in person, Facebook Live: 6 live,10 Clicks, 

Audio/Slides 15.  Offerings: Home: 1,685.00, WELS 160.19, NELHS 545.00, Trinity 50.00, 

Benevolence 20.19, Lent: Attendance: 17, Facebook Live 5, Clicks 9, Offerings: 3/18/2021 

Home 350.00, WELS 211.00, NELHS 150.00, Trinity 168.74.    To God be the glory! 
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